
Sunday, September 3rd
Labor Day Weekend

WELCOME TO THE 10TH ANNUAL

WORLDS FAIR PARK
PERFORMANCE LAWN

KNOXVILLE, TN



This year, the 10th Annual Big Kahuna Wing Festival celebrates the creation 
of the "Buffalo Wing", which has become a national food icon. Invented in 
1964 at the world-famous Anchor Bar by Teresa Bellisimo, Buffalo, NY is the 
official "Home of the Chicken Wing". The popularity of the chicken wing has 
made it America's #1 appetizer. Last year alone over 20 billion wings were 
consumed by Americans, 1.25 billion on Super Bowl Weekend alone. 

In 2011, I traveled to Memphis to be a part of the local Hot Wing Festival. It 
was there that I discovered something that was missing from my hometown 
on the other side of the state. With all the wing lovers in the East Tennessee 
area why wasn't there a festival to celebrate Wings!

Upon returning to Knoxville, I began the process of building a wing festival 
to raise money for local charities, asking the community for its support. 
That was over 10 years ago ... over ten years filled with 55,000 people, One 
Million wings weighing more than 55 tons, 250 different participating teams, 
and over $475,000 in charitable contributions. The Wingfest has drawn the 
attention of media throughout the region, including many appearances on 
WATE, WVLT, Live at 5@4, Good Morning Tennessee, and Daytime 
Tri-Cities, and was also the subject for a Resort and Lodges story. The 
festival also drew the attention of Tailgater Magazine which featured the 
event in its national magazine. 

The Big Kahuna Wing Festival has become one of the best culinary events 
in the region. In 2022, the festival drew over 5,000 attendees who enjoyed 
over 100 different sauces from 30 different teams representing restaurants, 
cooking teams, businesses, and The University of Tennessee Culinary 
Institute. Attendees and visitors come from all over the region. All for the 
love of the "Buffalo Wing" and to raise money for charity. 

Thanks for joining us this Labor Day Weekend as we celebrate the 10th 
Annual Big Kahuna Wings Festival.

Tennessee is facing a mental health crisis among our children, adolescents, 
and teens. One in five children in the state struggles with mental health 
concerns, and nearly 19 percent of all children in the state have seriously 
considered suicide. These critical cases are the ones we see most often in the 
Pilot Emergency Care Center at East Tennessee Children’s Hospital.  We are 
committed to bringing world class care to our mental and behavioral health 
patients – in their own backyard. That’s why we’re launching the Mental Health 
Initiative Fund to support their needs on our campus and at home.

The UT Culinary Institute has created the Food4Vols program to end hunger 
and waste on campus.  Partnering with Vol Dining, Food4Vols collects usable 
food from campus outlets and transports the food to the university Culinary 
Institute where the food is transformed by students into ready-to-heat and 
ready-to-eat meals that are distributed to those with food insecurity through 
The Big Orange Pantry.

The Boys & Girls Club mission is to enable all young people, especially those 
who need us most, to reach their full potential as productive, caring, 
responsible citizens. Our Vision is every child who walks through our doors 
will be prepared to graduate with a plan for post-secondary education, live a 
healthy lifestyle, and become a contributing member of our community.

Founded in 2013, the Big Kahuna Wing Festival has raised over $475,000 for 
our charity organizations and we are hopeful to make an even bigger impact in 
2023.





4

2023 SPONSORS & CONTRIBUTORS

MEDIA SPONSORS

PLATINUM SPONSORS

PREMIER SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

CONTRIBUTORS

GATORADE     GREENFIELD HOME IMPROVEMENT     RESTAURANT TECHNOLOGIES   

JUNK BEE GONE     HOLROB COMMERICAL REALTY
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Bearden Hill
6609 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37919

Blount County
1102 Foch Street
Maryville, TN 37801

Broadway
4731 N Broadway
Knoxville, TN 37918

Cedar Blu� 
1027 N Cedar Blu� Rd
Knoxville, TN 37923

Cedar Springs
9304 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37922

Oak Ridge
220 S Illinois Ave
Oak Ridge, TN 37830

Powell
442 E Emory Rd
Powell, TN 37849

UT Campus
1718 Cumberland Ave
Knoxville, TN 37916

West Town Mall
7600 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37919 

Find the store nearest you:
cellularsales.com/stores

In your 
neighborhood  
since 1993.





We're proud to support you



M.A.G. II HOMEMADE SAUCES
MAPLE HALL
NAPPY WINGZ
OLA’S SOUTHERN CUISINE 2
SMOKING GOAT BBQ
SPANKY'S WINGS
THE POINT
THE SPICE GUYS
TMG PITS
UNCLE JOHN’S ADDICTIVE DIPS
YOUTHFORCE BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 
OF THE TN VALLEY

BACK DOOR TAVERN
BACKYARD BOYZ
BAD TAKE BBQ
BLACKIE CHAN'S
CASUAL SMOKERS
CHIRP WINGS
CRISTY LOU'S BBQ
FLIGHT RISK BY MARRIOTT
FLUSTER CLUCKS
FRIENDS BBQ
GOMEZ BBQ
HALFBACK BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE
LORD OF THE WINGS

2023 
COMPETITION

TEAMS LIST
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THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING THE
10TH ANNUAL BIG KAHUNA WING FESTIVAL.

WE HOPE YOU WILL JOIN US AGAIN NEXT YEAR!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 
LABOR DAY WEEKEND!

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1ST, 2023




